
Guide for Retrieval of IMF Data  

This is a quick guide to use the IMF’s data sources. This guide will demonstrate how to use 

the website to retrieve quarterly real GDP of Germany from 2011 through 2025.  

  

1. Go to https://data.imf.org/  

 

  

  

 
  

  

2.   Register or sign up   

https://data.imf.org/?sk=4c514d48-b6ba-49ed-8ab9-52b0c1a0179b
https://data.imf.org/?sk=4c514d48-b6ba-49ed-8ab9-52b0c1a0179b


  

3. Enter the Data sets    

 
  

  

4. Find the right topical data set  

When using a Laptop, it may be necessary to zoom out one step via “Strg –“ such that the 

topics section on the left-hand side shows up. From here, you can directly select, for example, 

the IFS or the BoP. 

 

 

 
 

 

To find real GDP for Germany click on the little arrow and select “Gross domestic product”.  

Select “DATASETS” to get a clean overview of the available data sets  



Choose the data set “National Economic Accounts (NEA), Quarterly Data”. 

 
 

Select “View Data” 

 

 
 5. Select Country, Indicator, Price Type, Seasonal Adjustment, Type of Transformation, 

Frequency and Time Period as shown below and select “APPLY” 

 
 

 



6. Download 

 

To download the selected data, click on “Download” and then “Data on this page”.  

If you want to save the query to keep track of the series over time select “ADD TO 

WATCHLIST” next to the “DOWNLOAD”-button and create a new Watchlist by giving it a name 

and click on “ADD”. 

 

To retrieve the data in your personal watchlist go to your personal account and click on 

“Watchlists” 

 

Here you find all your saved data series that you want to track over time. Once you click on 

your saved data, you just have to choose the desired time period and click “APPLY”. 

 



7. Change the .csv format to .xlsx  

Unfortunately, it is not possible to download the data in the convenient .xlsx format, you can 

only choose the .csv format.  To change the .csv format to .xlsx select the whole column A, 

click on “Data” and then “Text to Columns”  

  

Select “Delimited” and click “Next”, then select “Comma” and “Next”, finally click on “Finish”.  

    



Finally, save the file as NEW “Excel Workbook (*.xlsx)”. 

 


